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In 1931, in the capital of Greece, which is homonymous with our host city, the first International Congress on monuments and their management, organized by the International Museums Office, formulated the first principles of the conservation and restoration of monuments and stressed the need for international cooperation in that area. The 72 years since then have been very fruitful with regard to the production of international instruments on that issue. The 1st International Congress of Architects and Technicians of Historic Monuments, which took place in Paris in 1957, tried to specify the Athens guidelines, however it was the establishment of ICOMOS and the approval of the Venice Charter by the Second International Congress of Architects and Technicians of Historic Monuments, which took place in Venice in May 1964, that was a turning point in the history of the conservation and restoration of monuments and sites. 

Venice Charter 

The Venice Charter does not contain any definitions. It takes the concept of "historic monument" for granted and as commonly accepted and simply adds sites to that concept, clarifying that: 

"The concept of an historic monument embraces not only the single architectural work, but also the urban or rural setting in which is found the evidence of a particular civilization, a significant development or a historic event. This applies not only to great works of art, but also to more modest works of the past which have acquired cultural significance with the passing of time" (Article 1). 

The Venice Charter makes a short reference to Historic Sites (Article 14). In this particular area, it was supplemented in 1987 by the Charter for the Conservation of Historic Towns and Urban Areas, which was adopted by the ICOMOS General Assembly in Washington, DC. 

World Heritage Convention

Criteria are established and definitions provided for the first time by the Convention concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage (Paris 1972), which, however, pertains only to monuments, groups of buildings and sites of an outstanding universal value and not to the permanent cultural properties of each State's cultural heritage. For the purposes of this Convention, the following cultural properties are considered as "cultural heritage":
*
"monuments: architectural works, works of monumental sculpture and painting, elements or structures of an archaeological nature, inscriptions, cave dwellings and combinations of features, which are of outstanding universal value from the point of view of history, art or science;
*
groups of buildings: groups of separate or connected buildings which, because of their architecture, their homogeneity or their place in the landscape, are of outstanding universal value from the point of view of history, art or science;
*
sites: works of man or the combined works of nature and of man, and areas including archaeological sites which are of outstanding universal value from the historical, aesthetic, ethnological or anthropological points of view".
The same Convention provides definitions of the elements of "natural heritage". 

European instruments

The European Charter of the Architectural Heritage, adopted in September 1975 by the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe, takes for granted the concept of monument. It neither gives any definitions nor establishes criteria, but does, however, define the content of European Architectural Heritage in its 1st Article: 

"The European Architectural Heritage consists not only of our most important monuments: it also includes the groups of lesser buildings in our old towns and characteristic villages in their natural or manmade settings". 

The concept of integrated conservation is introduced for the first time in the same text. 

In that same year, the European Congress on the Conservation of the Architectural Heritage, which was the most significant event of the European Architectural Heritage Year (1975), acknowledged the previous Charter and incorporated its principles in the Declaration of Amsterdam for the protection of the European Architectural Heritage, placing emphasis on groups of buildings. It also specified that: 

"The architectural heritage includes not only individual buildings of exceptional quality and their surroundings, but also all areas of towns or villages of historic or cultural interest", 

proceeding to give an indirect definition of groups of buildings, incorporating therein historic towns, the old quarters of cities and villages with a traditional character, as well as historic parks and gardens. The Florence Charter (1981) refers to the latter, proposing measures for their protection and providing a definition, classifying historic gardens in the category of monuments: 

"An historic garden is an architectural and horticultural composition of interest to the public from the historical or artistic point of view. As such, it is to be considered as a monument"'.
The Declaration of Amsterdam does not forget future heritage, and calls for every effort to be made to ensure that contemporary architecture is of a high quality. It furthermore adopts the concept of integrated conservation, placing the conservation of the architectural heritage among the most important urban and country planning objectives, stressing the need for the substantial participation of local authorities and the citizens and analysing the social and economic dimensions of conservation.
A few months later, on April 14, 1976, Resolution (76)28 of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe "Concerning the adaptation of laws and regulations to the requirements of integrated conservation of the Architectural Heritage" regulated in an exceptionally analytical and systematic manner the issues pertaining to integrated conservation. It clarified this concept, offering the following definition:
"By integrated conservation of the cultural heritage of monuments and sites is meant the whole range of measures aimed at ensuring the perpetuation of that heritage, its maintenance as part of an appropriate environment, whether manmade or natural, its utilisation and its adaptation to the needs of society".
It designated the principal objectives of the measures to be adopted in the implementation of integrated conservation:
1.
"The conservation of monuments, groups of buildings and sites through:
*
measures to safeguard them;
*
steps to ensure the physical preservation of their constituent parts;
*
operations aimed at their restoration and enhancement.
2.
The integration of monuments, groups of buildings and sites into the physical environment of present-day society through programmes designed to:
*
revitalize monuments and old buildings belonging to groups by assigning them a social purpose, possibly differing from their original function but compatible with their dignity, and as far as possible in keeping with the character of their setting;
*
rehabilitate buildings, particularly those intended for habitation, by renovating their internal structure and adapting it to the needs of modern life, while carefully preserving features of cultural interest".
The same Resolution formulated for the first time definitions of a State's cultural heritage:
"For the purpose of the present resolution, a country's cultural heritage of monuments and sites is considered to comprise:
* the architectural heritage consisting of monuments and groups of buildings,
* sites.
The term monument denotes architectural works, whether conceived on a grand or on a modest scale, including both fixtures and fittings, as well as monumental sculptures of historical, archaeological, artistic, scientific, cultural or social interest. The term group of buildings denotes a group of urban or rural buildings fulfilling the following criteria:
* They must be of interest by reason either of their social, historical, archaeological, scientific or artistic value, or of their typical or picturesque character;
* They must form a coherent whole or be remarkable for the way they fit into the landscape;
* They must be sufficiently closely grouped to allow the buildings, the structures connecting them and the site which they occupy to be delimited geographically.
The term site denotes an area with well-defined limits created by nature, or by man and nature jointly, remarkable for its beauty or its archaeological, historical, artistic, cultural, scientific or social interest. 

Archaeological heritage. 

Particular attention was paid in these years to the protection of archaeological heritage. One ICOMOS Charter, two Conventions of the Council of Europe and one Recommendation were devoted to this issue:
* The Charter for the Protection and Management of the Archaeological Heritage (Lausanne, 1990) defines Archaeological Heritage as that "part of the material heritage in respect of which archaeological methods provide primary information. It comprises all vestiges of human existence and consists of places relating to all manifestations of human activity, abandoned structures and remains of all kinds (including subterranean and underwater sites), together with all the portable cultural material associated with them".

* The European Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (London, 1969) also provides a definition of the Archaeological Heritage: "For the purposes of this convention, all remains and objects, or any other traces of human existence, which bear witness to epochs and civilizations for which excavations or discoveries are the main source or one of the main sources of scientific information, shall be considered as archaeological objects".

* Recommendation R(89)5 concerning the protection and enhancement of the Archaeological Heritage in the context of town and country planning operations supplemented the previous Convention.

* In 1992, the European Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage was revised by the Valetta Convention with the same title and supplemented by principles of integrated conservation. The revised Convention also supplemented the definition of the Archaeological Heritage:
1. The aim of this (revised) Convention is to protect the Archaeological Heritage as a source of the European collective memory and as an instrument for historical and scientific study.

2. To this end shall be considered to be elements of the Archaeological Heritage all remains and objects and any other traces of mankind from past epochs:
* the preservation and study of which help to retrace the history of mankind and its relation with the natural environment;
* for which excavations or discoveries and other methods of research into mankind and the related environment are the main sources of information; and
* which are located in any area within the jurisdiction of the Parties.
4. The Archaeological Heritage shall include structures, constructions, groups of buildings, developed sites, moveable objects, monuments of other kinds as well as their context, whether situated on land or under water.
Granada Convention 

In 1985, the Convention for the Protection of the Architectural Heritage of Europe (Granada Convention) clearly rephrases the definitions of monuments, groups of buildings and sites, adding "technical interest" to the qualitative criteria of the previously mentioned Resolution R(76)28, thus enlarging the concept of the heritage:
* Monuments: all buildings and structures of conspicuous historical, archaeological, artistic, scientific, social or technical interest, including their fixtures and fittings;
* Groups of buildings: homogeneous groups of urban or rural buildings conspicuous for their historical, archaeological, artistic, scientific, social or technical interest, which are sufficiently coherent to form topographically definable units;
* Sites: the combined works of man and nature, being areas which are partially built upon and sufficiently distinctive and homogeneous to be topographically definable and are of conspicuous historical, archaeological, artistic, scientific, social or technical interest.

Even though these definitions are expressed in broad enough terms to cover all permanent cultural properties requiring conservation, the Convention also provides for buildings "which are of interest from the point of view of their setting in the urban or rural environment and of the quality of life". In Article 10, it calls for the conservation and use of these buildings in the process of country and town planning. Furthermore, it does not overlook the future heritage and in Article 17 urges the Contracting Parties to adopt measures on the promotion of architectural creation as our age's contribution to the European Heritage.
Apart from the definitions, the basic points of the Granada Convention text are that it:
* requires the identification and recording of the architectural heritage.
* prescribes specific actions for the Administration towards an effective protection of the architectural heritage (establishment of statutory protection measures, financial-taxation measures, encouragement of private initiative, improvement of the quality of the surroundings of monuments, anti-atmospheric pollution policies, penalties for infringements of the law protecting the architectural heritage).
* establishes the principle of integrated conservation.
* encourages the use of protected properties.
* stresses the need for making visits to the monuments easier.
* emphasizes the significance of participatory processes, the development of s sponsorships, the information and training of the public.
* asks for the promotion of training in the various occupations and craft trades involved in the conservation of the architectural heritage.
* places the foundations for the coordination of protection policies at a European level.
The importance of the Granada Convention is great. One could say that it has expressed, in the framework of one instrument, all the modern tendencies in the protection of the architectural heritage. The protection of the architectural heritage escapes its former meaning centred on isolation and conservation in museums and becomes part of the individual policies on economic, social and cultural development, being considered, no longer as an inhibitory factor, but as a means for the improvement of the environment in which humans live. They are no more the passive recipients of whatever restrictions are the result of the conservation of a monument, and becomes instead an active participant, with a right to information. The whole text of the Convention revolves around this central idea. 

However, the preoccupation with this issue does not stop in 1985. The protection "umbrella" is constantly enlarged. The following Recommendations of the Council of Europe come next:
* On urban open space, R(86)11, which makes note that open space is an essential part of the urban heritage, as well as a strong element in the architectural and aesthetic form of a town;
* On the protection and enhancement of the rural architectural heritage, R(89)6;
* On the protection and conservation of the industrial, technical and civil engineering heritage in Europe, R(90)20; and
* On the protection of the twentieth century architectural heritage.
At the 3rd European Conference (Malta, January 16-17, 1992) the Ministers responsible for the Cultural Heritage called for the continued development of the concept of cultural heritage protection, specifically by identifying categories of monuments that are inadequately protected or not even protected at all and drawing up appropriate specific strategies.
Thus, the number of permanent cultural properties requiring protection is constantly rising. Are we worshiping the past or seeking our lost identity? I believe that we must answer this question with a characteristic extract from the Declaration of Amsterdam, which is still appropriate, and with which I will bring this short "tour" of the International Principles on the protection of the cultural heritage to its conclusion:
"The significance of the architectural heritage and the arguments for conserving  it are now more clearly recognised. It  is accepted that historical continuity must be preserved in the environment if we are to maintain or create surroundings which enable individuals to find their identity and feel secure despite abrupt social changes".
